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Adelgids 
Ç Conifer-feeding 

Ç One or two hosts 
Ç Spruce is primary host 

Ç Other conifer is secondary 

Ç No known parasitoids 

Ç Predators/diseases/weather are important  
natural control factors 

Ç Several introduced and native pests in this 
group 

ÇBalsam woolly adelgid, hemlock woolly adelgid 
(exotic) 

ÇPine bark adelgid, pine leaf adelgid (native) 
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Management in the Landscape 
Â Management on spruce tends to be removal of galls 

(replacement should be considered for small, heavily galled 
trees) 

Â On secondary hosts (non-spruce conifers),  
natural enemies often catch up  
with native adelgids before  
significant damage is done 

Â Oils and soaps are often  
effective on secondary hosts  

Â Neonicitinoids are also effective  
against many species 

 



Pine Leaf Adelgid 

Ç Pine Leaf adelgid  

Ç 1° host = red and black spruce 

Ç 2 ° host = eastern white pine 

Ç Causing growth loss and 
mortality in white pine 

Ç Causes galls on spruce 
(red/black) 

Shoot Damage on White Pine 
Photo: J. Bissell, BSP 

Developing Gall on Spruce 
Photo: W. Cranshaw, CSU, 
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Where is Pine Leaf 
Adelgid a Problem? 

Currently Heaviest Damage West of Baxter  

( scattered across ~1/4 million acres) 

2015 Damage 
Photo: Jeff Harriman, MFS 
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